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➢Paraquat is currently undergoing registration review.  As part 

of this, EPA published its “Paraquat Human Health 

Mitigation Decision” in December 2016. 

➢In it, EPA stated:  “...there is a disproportionately high 

number of deaths resulting from the accidental ingestion of 

paraquat compared to similar pesticides.  The accidental 

ingestion incidents often result from paraquat being 

stored in beverage containers, contrary to clear label 

language prohibiting transfer into other containers

[emphasis added].” 

Why did EPA require changes to paraquat 
products?
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17 people died between 2000 and 2016 

from accidental ingestion of paraquat.  

These were the result of paraquat being 

illegally transferred to beverage containers 

and mistakenly consumed.
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“Based on the high number and severity of human 

health incidents associated with the pesticide 

paraquat dichloride (also referred to as paraquat), 

the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA or the 

Agency) has determined the following risk mitigation 

measures are necessary in order for pesticide 

products containing paraquat to meet the Federal 

Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) 

standard for registration…”
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Label language prohibiting the transfer of paraquat into 
food or beverage containers is nothing new.
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What changes did EPA mandate?

EPA mandated the following mitigation measures in the following 

areas to allow continued use of paraquat:

● Label Changes and Supplemental Warning Information

- Including Paraquat-specific Training and Requirement for 

Paraquat Users to be Certified Applicators

● Closed-System Requirement
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Timeline for EPA-required Paraquat Changes:
Label and Supplemental Warning Information +
Training/Certification Requirement

➢ All registrants will be prohibited from the sale or distribution of 

paraquat products with labeling inconsistent with the Paraquat 

Dichloride Human Health Mitigation Decision as of November 

14, 2019.

➢ Persons other than the registrant may continue to sell 

and/or use existing stocks of products with the previously 

approved labeling until such stocks are exhausted, 

provided that such use is consistent with the terms of the 

previously approved labeling.
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Timeline for EPA-required Paraquat Changes:
Closed-system Requirement

➢ The exact timing of the closed-system requirement depends 

on the approval of paraquat products.

➢ 12 months from the label stamped date, registrants will be 

prohibited from selling or distributing paraquat products not 

complying with the closed-system requirement.

➢ Persons other than the registrant may continue to sell 

and/or use existing stocks of paraquat products with the 

previously approved labeling until such stocks are 

exhausted, provided that such use is consistent with the 

terms of the previously approved labeling.
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Paraquat Label Changes 
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Paraquat Supplemental Warning Materials

Source:  Paraquat Dichloride Human Health Mitigation Decision, December 15, 2016 (Amended January 12, 2017):  

EPA-HQ-OPP-2011-0855-0115
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Training and Certification Requirements

Two certifications will be required in order to use 

paraquat products:

1. A certified pesticide applicator’s license/permit 

from your state or tribal authority

2. A paraquat-specific training certificate in your 

name
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What is the deadline for paraquat users to 
become certified applicators and complete 
the paraquat-specific training?

Paraquat users need to become certified applicators 

and complete the paraquat-specific training before 

using any paraquat product with the new label 

requirements.
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Paraquat Training Program

➢The training program will be/is available in the new 

“Certified Applicator Training” section on all end-use 

paraquat product labels.

➢A direct link to the training (www.usparaquattraining.com) is 

available on Syngenta’s website.

➢Training must be successfully completed every three years.

➢Remember, only certified applicators who successfully 

complete a required EPA-approved paraquat training 

program will be able to legally use paraquat products.

➢Syngenta encourages paraquat users to take the paraquat-

specific training as soon as possible, even if it is not 

required by the label of the paraquat product they are using.
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Will paraquat training be available in Spanish?

Spanish versions of the paraquat training are in 

development - one in Puerto Rican Spanish and 

one in Mexican Spanish.  However, the English 

version of the training is the only approved training 

available at this time.
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How will records of pesticide certification and 
paraquat training be kept?

➢Records for pesticide applicator’s licenses and certificates 

will continue to be maintained by your state, county, or tribal 

authority.

➢Records of paraquat-specific training will by maintained by 

the National Pesticide Safety Education Center (NPSEC) 

and also by the individual taking the training.

➢Paraquat users should keep an electronic or paper copy of 

the certificate of completion for the paraquat-specific 

training.

➢NPSEC will provide paraquat certificate information to state 

or tribal authorities at their request.
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Will paraquat users be required to present 
their paraquat training certificates in order to 
purchase paraquat products?

No, paraquat users will only need to present their 

certified pesticide applicator’s licenses/permits issued 

by their state or tribe in order to purchase paraquat 

products, just as they have been doing.
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Future EPA Closed-System Requirement

➢All non-bulk (less than 120 gallons), end-use paraquat 

products will be required to be sold in closed-system 

packaging that meets specific EPA guidelines.

➢The closed-system packaging will not be required until 12 

months after EPA stamps product labels with the 

requirement.

➢For most paraquat products, the requirement is currently 

estimated to go into effect during the fall of 2020 (subject to 

change).
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