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We Need Your Support! 

In this special edition IFCA newsletter, we are sharing with our membership critical, timely information that is  

significant to the future of our industry.  There are many moving parts in the on-going policy debate on fertilizer use 

and water quality.  This is both a federal and state issue.   

As your industry organization, it is IFCA’s responsibility to provide you with a full understanding of the dynamics of 

this issue and to define a leadership role that IFCA members can play in assuring that our industry, as suppliers and 

advisers to Illinois farmers, continues to lead in promoting the sound stewardship and utilization of all agricultural 

inputs.  It is a mission of the Illinois Certified Crop Adviser program to provide education and performance  

objectives that enhance the profession and ensure public trust in our industry.   

IFCA and Illinois CCA are joining forces to provide leadership, education and opportunities for our members to  

assure that the fertilizer industry, ag retailers and crop advisers maintain ownership of nutrient management decisions 

that will minimize environmental impact, optimize harvest yield and maximize input utilization.  The 4R nutrient 

stewardship program (right source, right rate, right time, right place) is the framework we will work within to achieve 

success in this effort.   

These new leadership initiatives will work in conjunction with the research and education 

programs being funded by the Illinois Nutrient Research & Education Council (NREC).  

NREC is investing heavily in research to quantify how nutrient management practices that 

are profitable for farmers will also result in reducing nutrient losses to the environment.  

NREC also funds the “Keep it for the Crop” nutrient stewardship program which works with ag retailers and farmers 

on N rate trials, N-WATCH soil nitrate testing and the promotion of nitrogen management systems.   

In this newsletter we will feature: 

♦ The public perception and expectations directed toward the fertilizer industry to address nutrient issues on a local 

and national level. 

♦ An overview of the forthcoming Illinois Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy and how it will impact Illinois  

agriculture; in particular, ag retailers and your farmer customers. 

♦ Two new programs:  The IFCA 4R Code of Practice and the Illinois Certified Crop Adviser (CCA)  

4R Specialty Certification Program. 

As always your feedback on these issues and the commitment we are asking of IFCA members and CCAs is  

important to us.  There will be a press release announcing these new programs within the next month and more  

details for our members at our upcoming winter conferences.  After reviewing this newsletter and considering the  

issues and leadership opportunities we are presenting for our members, please send any 

thoughts or suggestions to: 

Jean Payne, IFCA President, at jeanp@ifca.com or call 309.827.2774. 

Lisa Martin, Illinois CCA Coordinator, at lisa@illinoiscca.org or call 815.844.6677.    



Recent Issues & Public Perception of Agriculture  

Influence the Nutrient Policy Debate 
by Jean Payne 

In early August 2014, a toxin discovered in a northwestern Ohio treatment plant left 

500,000 people scrambling for drinking water for several days.  The following is an 

excerpt from USA Today, which covered the story extensively:   

The water crisis renewed discussion and debate over how to best reduce the  

toxin's suspected cause: nitrogen and phosphorus in Lake Erie, which can come from runoff of over-fertilized 

fields and lawns; from malfunctioning septic systems; and from livestock pens among other potential sources.  

Toledo Mayor D. Michael Collins blamed the contamination on algae in Lake Erie, the city's main water supply. 

“Once we clear this problem up, that is not going to eliminate the algae problem in the western basin of Lake Erie, 

that is not going to eliminate the agricultural runoff, that is not going to eliminate mega-farming,"  Collins said, " that 

is where we have to go. It's not simply looking at the (water treatment) system." 

Since August, I have been invited to speak to many different audiences about fertilizer and water quality.  These 

groups want to know if what happened in Toledo could happen in Illinois.  It’s a positive sign that IFCA is asked to 

provide this information—your Association is widely respected and we are also known for our leadership.  However, 

these conversations have not been easy and there is serious concern among the public that agriculture is not doing 

enough to protect water quality.  And these issues are getting closer and closer to home.  Ohio has enacted  

regulations to require farmers to be trained and certified to apply fertilizer to their own land and Ohio ag retailers are 

participating in a voluntary 4R Nutrient Stewardship Certification Standard which involves extensive training,  

recordkeeping and accountability on nutrient sales.  To view the Ohio program, go to www.4Rcertified.org where you 

can download the certification guidelines.  Minnesota is also preparing to issue new regulations on nitrogen applica-

tion to restrict and/or dictate fall applied nitrogen practices in certain areas of the state, and Wisconsin has enacted 

phosphorus regulations.  With all of this occurring in the Midwest, there is certainly an understandable expectation 

that Illinois and other states can and should be considering similar regulations and/or certification standards.    

Here in Illinois, USEPA has directed Illinois EPA to develop a Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy which is  

expected to be released for public comment in November 2014.  IFCA and other ag groups have been engaged in 

the development of this strategy, which calls upon agriculture to reduce nitrogen losses by approximately 200  

million pounds, and phosphorus losses by approximately 18 million pounds (see maps of loss areas below; the darker 

the color, the higher the estimated losses from agricultural lands).  The goal is to improve water quality in Illinois  

rivers, lakes and streams and also reduce Illinois’ con-

tribution to nutrients that reach the Gulf of Mexico and 

contribute to the Hypoxia zone.  Point sources 

(wastewater treatment and industrial water dischargers) 

and non-point sources (agriculture, storm water runoff 

and homeowners) must all work together to reduce our 

nutrient losses.  Point sources with NPDES permits will 

likely face more regulations to achieve this goal.  Ag 

and other non-point sources are given the opportunity 

to reduce losses through voluntary measures.  BUT, the 

expectation to reduce nutrient losses is real and if we 

cannot demonstrate that voluntary efforts will make 

progress in reducing losses, the call for regulation of 

fertilizer will be serious and significant.   
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Water from Lake Erie, August 2014 



                              The Illinois 4R Code of Practice 

The IFCA Agronomy Committee developed a 4R Code of Practice that our industry can embrace to demonstrate your commit-

ment to nutrient stewardship.  The practices are based upon the research, recommendations and observations published in the 

Illinois Agronomy Handbook.  The 4R Nutrient Stewardship program is also integrated into the Code of Practice and considers 

the economic, social and environmental dimensions of nutrient management essential to the sustainability of Illinois agricultural 

production systems.  On October 2, 2014 the IFCA Board of Directors unanimously approved the 4R Code of Practice for 

release to our membership.  At the upcoming Illinois CCA Convention and IFCA Winter Convention, we will provide more 

information and ask our members to commit to this Code of Practice.  The Code includes supporting sound nutrient management 

principles and sharing information with IFCA on trends of adoption of these practices that you enable via your interaction with 

farmers.  IFCA will recognize members who commit to this Code on a special website.  The Illinois Nutrient Loss Reduction 

Strategy calls upon agriculture to measure and account for voluntary efforts and practices underway to reduce nutrient losses.     

4R NUTRIENT CODE OF PRACTICES 

 

For fall applied nitrogen, we will strongly promote waiting to apply until maximum daily soil temperatures at the  

4 inch level fall to 50° and temperatures are predicted to continue to decline.   

 

We will recommend the stabilization of fall applied nitrogen fertilizers with nitrification inhibitors.  

 

We will not recommend, and will discourage the application of the majority of a customer’s nutrient needs on frozen, snow  

covered fields; we will provide 4R based management alternatives when such requests are made.  “Frozen” means soil  

conditions are such that tillage or incorporation after application is not possible at the time of application and will not be possible 

prior to weather conditions that could be conducive to excessive runoff from the field.  “Snow Covered” means no soil can be 

seen because of snow.   

 

We will work with our customers to recommend nutrient application rates that are based upon agronomic and economic consider-

ations as specified in the Illinois Agronomy Handbook, utilizing the MRTN calculator as the basis for establishing an initial  

target nitrogen recommendation which can be adjusted based on principles outlined in the following paragraph. 

 

We will recommend managing nitrogen as a system, not as just an application.  Managing nitrogen as a system gives considera-

tion to the 4Rs of nutrient management (right source, right rate, right time, right place).  This approach involves recommending a 

system that meets the farmer’s specific nitrogen needs and includes the use of nitrogen enhancement products that fit best within 

the nitrogen management system.   

 

We recommend testing soils at least once every 4 years to assess levels of phosphorus, potassium and pH and will recommend 

application rates based upon the Illinois Agronomy Handbook.  

 

We will encourage our customers to follow proven crop production practices that will optimize yield and thus optimize nutrient 

utilization.  Such practices include proper nutrient management, good pest control practices, scouting of fields and taking  

corrective action if needed to control pests during the growing season and timely harvest to minimize harvest loss.   

 

4R EDUCATION & ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
By committing to the 4R Code of Practice, we will allow the Illinois Fertilizer & Chemical Association (IFCA) to publish our 

company name as participating in this nutrient stewardship program.  We will work with the IFCA to provide useful measure-

ments on adoption of 4R practices within our trade territory in a manner that maintains the confidentiality of our farmer custom-

ers and also protects the confidentiality of our company’s business operations.   

 

We will ensure that our management, sales team and operators are trained on the 4R Code of Practice and the fundamental princi-

ples of 4R Nutrient Stewardship.  We will encourage employees to become Certified Crop Advisers, keep their certification in 

good standing and to attend specific programs offered on 4R principles.   

 

We will provide and convey to our farmers customers information on 4R principles and the importance of following the 4R Code 

of Practice to minimize environmental impact, optimize harvest yield, and maximize agricultural input utilization.   

 

We will encourage our farmer customers to participate in on-farm research, and to share those results with University nutrient 

researchers to strengthen, enhance and assure continual improvements to the nutrient recommendation systems contained within 

the Illinois Agronomy Handbook.   
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The 4R Specialty Cer�fica�on 

In September 2014, the International Certified Crop Adviser Board approved the development of a new specialty area 

on the 4Rs of nutrient stewardship.  The Illinois CCA organization played an instrumental role in supporting this new 

area of expertise for certified crop advisers and Illinois will be the first state to offer the 4R specialty certification.   

The CCA organization is currently developing performance objectives for this new specialty area and more details on 

this effort will be revealed at the Illinois CCA Conference, which will be held December 11, 2014 at the Crowne Plaza 

in Springfield, IL.   

“The 4R Specialty Certification will target education and competency in specific areas of nutrient  management meant 

to protect water quality and provide accountability within the industry on practices that can reduce nutrient losses and 

improve crop production” said Andy Knepp, Chairman of the Illinois CCA Board.   

This new program is also an integral part of agriculture’s accountability responsibilities within the Illinois Nutrient Loss 

Reduction Strategy.  CCAs who demonstrate competency in the 4Rs will have the opportunity to purchase vibrant  

signage to display their certification and commitment to minimizing environmental impact, optimizing harvest yield and  

maximizing input utilization.  This certification will also provide the CCA a higher level of technical expertise on 

NRCS nutrient management programs that are frequently discussed in the farm policy arena.     
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