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The fertilizer industry shares the public’s concerns about safe operations of fertilizer facilities.  
The West, Texas agriculture retail facility explosion has affected the consciousness of 
Americans, and public support is high for increased facility inspections, transparency and 
demonstrated community safety.   

On May 7, the Chemical Safety Board indicated that ammonium nitrate stored at the facility was 
the cause of the explosion.  Fundamental to community safety is assuring a facility’s compliance 
with existing regulations and best management practices.  In that regard, the Asmark Institute in 
Owensboro, Ky. advises it has developed an on-line Compliance Assessment Tool for agriculture 
retail facilities to help control risk and support the continual improvement of a retail dealer’s 
compliance effort. 

The Compliance Assessment Tool is available free of charge at:  

https://www.asmark.org/ComplianceAssessmentTool 

The Asmark Institute advises that every effort has been made to ensure that the information in 
the Compliance Assessment Tool is current and accurate.  However, it is the responsibility of 
each facility owner and operator to determine the steps they need to take to assure they are 
complying with the law and regulations.   

We appreciate the Asmark Institute making this tool available to the industry.  We encourage 
producers, importers, wholesalers, state associations and agriculture retailers to help increase 
industry awareness of the availability of this and other potential regulatory compliance tools. 
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