
SAMPLING CORN GRAIN FOR THE NPK REMOVAL PROJECT 
  

1. Each collaborator can send an email to NPKremoval@gmail.com giving the number of 

sample bags he or she would like and the mailing address to which they should be sent. 

The shipment of the bags will include a box (or boxes) with prepaid shipping labels so 

samples can be assembled and sent together to us here at the University of Illinois. We’ve 

decided for corn to use paper sample bags (or envelopes) so undried samples can be set 

out (maybe in front of a fan) before shipping so they don’t start to mold.  

2. Each bag will have a blank label on it to record the field site. We prefer GPS (if 

collection is off the combine or a separate locator is available), or ZIP code if GPS isn’t 

possible. The only other thing we’ll need recorded is yield level – not to the bushel but an 

estimate for the field. If the sample comes from a combine it can be the monitored yield 

level in the area of the field where the sample was generated. 

3. Each sample should be about 200 g (6 ounces) of grain, or about two handfuls.  

4. When all samples have been collected or enough to fill a box, simply send them in the 

box provided with the prepaid shipping label. Send them early in the week so they don’t 

sit over the weekend if there is wet grain.  

5. Because some farmers may want to see the numbers from their own field, so we’ll put a 

blank on the label for the farmer’s email address – this will be optional and recorded only 

if he wants to see his own numbers. We will probably send out such numbers as part of a 

range of values from fields in each region, so they can see that there’s variability and that 

the emphasis is on the whole set of values, not on individual ones. 

  

The label on each sample bag will look something like this: 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
 

 

 

 


