
 

New Soybean Trait 

  Considerations and Stewardship Obligations 

 

The release of Roundup Ready 2 Xtend™ soybeans for planting in spring 2016 brings opportunity for 

farmers to utilize new genetic traits.  Xtend soybeans are approved for export to China, assuring access 

to the world’s largest soybean market.   

But another key approval has not yet occurred:  the use of dicamba herbicides with these varieties.   

The industry is encouraging USEPA to grant approval of the use of dicamba on Xtend soybeans, but that 

may not occur even as the trait is released for planting in 2016.  This is the first time that an herbicide 

resistant trait has been released for planting in Illinois without the approval of the use of the herbicide 

that it was engineered to withstand, thus it is vital that everyone in the soybean production chain 

understands and educates users of the trait to assure consistent stewardship and compliance.   

Several important principles demand the attention of ag retailers and farmers as the industry as whole is 

responsible for assuring public trust and judicious, legal use of pesticides in crop production.   In Illinois, 

the Illinois Department of Agriculture is responsible for investigating and taking enforcement action for 

violations of the Illinois Pesticide Act and rules adopted under the Act (415 ILCS 60/1).  To ensure 

compliance with state and federal law as well as to support stewardship and public support of this trait 

and those traits yet in the seed production pipeline, the Illinois Fertilizer & Chemical Association (IFCA) 

urges our members to discuss the following principles with regard to the stewardship of Xtend soybeans 

with your employees and customers: 

1. It is a violation of Section 14 of the Illinois Pesticide Act if any person applies pesticides in a 

faulty, careless or negligent manner, or makes a recommendation for use of a pesticide 

inconsistent with the labeling of the pesticide.   Therefore, the use of dicamba herbicides 

whether pre or post emerge with Xtend soybeans is a violation of the Act and depending upon 

the extent of the use or severity of any off-label application damages, the IDA can assess 

penalties ranging from $750 to $10,000, with these penalties assessed against the person who 

applied or recommended the application. 

 

2. Under Section 24 of the Illinois Pesticide Act, the IDA can also refer willful violations for criminal 

prosecution, with persons found guilty of a Class A Misdemeanor subject to a fine not less than 

$5,000.   

Monsanto will be implementing a robust communication plan to ensure growers, dealers and 

members of the industry are informed of the status of dicamba chemistry approval.  The Illinois crop 

production industry has an excellent history of compliance with the Illinois Pesticide Act and 

supports enforcement of any violations of the Illinois Pesticide Act.   

 

                                                                             (continued) 



Monsanto, IFCA and the Illinois Department of Agriculture urge everyone in the industry to continue 

to uphold these stewardship principles and to not use any dicamba herbicide formulations in an  

off-label manner.  Dicamba can be applied to these varieties according to existing label guidelines 

(i.e. as a burndown application with associated precipitation accumulation and waiting interval prior 

to planting).     

The University of Illinois Pest Management Bulletin is an additional resource that discusses  

the responsible management of the Extend soybean trait.  To access the Bulletin, go to: 

http://bulletin.ipm.illinois.edu/?p=3545    

 

For questions regarding this issue or the Illinois Pesticide Act, please contact: 

Jean Payne, Illinois Fertilizer & Chemical Association, 309.827.2774 or jeanp@ifca.com 

John Teefey, Illinois Department of Agriculture, 217.785.2427 or John.Teefey@illinois.gov 

Dr. Aaron Hager, University of Illinois Dept of Crop Sciences, 217.333.4424 or hager@illinois.edu 

 


