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Nutrient stewardship is critically important to Illinois agriculture and targeted nutrient education and 

professional agronomic recommendations are essential in Illinois agriculture’s efforts to reduce nutrient 

losses to the environment.  The soon to be released Illinois Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy will call 

upon agriculture to reduce losses of nitrogen and phosphorus to Illinois rivers, lakes and streams as well 

as to the Gulf of Mexico.   

 

To assure success in this statewide effort, the Illinois Fertilizer & Chemical Association, and the 

Certified Crop Adviser Program are committing to a new, concerted effort to provide new educational 

tools to their members, who will work with their farmer customers on the 4Rs of nutrient stewardship:  

Right Source, Right Rate, Right Time, Right Place.  This effort consists of a 4R Specialty Certification 

within the International CCA program, along with an Illinois 4R Code of Practice that defines nutrient 

practices that ag retailers can promote to minimize environmental impact, optimize harvest yield and 

maximize nutrient utilization.  

 

The Illinois Certified Crop Adviser Program (CCA) currently has 1,300 certified agronomic 

professionals in Illinois.  The purpose of the CCA program is to enhance the profession and ensure 

public trust in our industry” said Andy Knepp, Chairman of the Illinois CCA Board.  “The 4R Specialty 

Certification will target education and competency in specific areas of nutrient management meant to 

protect water quality and provide accountability within the industry on practices that can reduce nutrient 

losses and improve crop production.”   

 

The Illinois Fertilizer & Chemical Association (IFCA) represents the nutrient manufacturers, 

distributors, equipment providers and hundreds of Illinois ag retailers who advise, supply and provide 

custom application of nutrients for their farmer customers throughout Illinois.  The 4R Code of Practice 

developed by IFCA is based upon Illinois agronomic research and focuses on nutrient application 

methods that can meet both crop production and environmental goals.  Jean Payne, President of IFCA 

adds that “by committing to a 4R Code of Practice, ag retailers will demonstrate their commitment to 

promoting sound nutrient practices that assure we keep these valuable nutrients for the crop, and also 

demonstrate that we are serious about reducing nutrient losses in ways that are meaningful and also 

mindful of the many variables that impact nutrient utilization.”  IFCA and Illinois CCA will provide 

details on these new programs at their upcoming winter meetings.   
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